A rare insertion site for abductor pollicis longus and extensor pollicis brevis muscles.
During an investigation performed on cadaver forearms in the anatomy department, an unusual insertion of the abductor pollicis longus (APL) muscle together with the extensor pollicis brevis (EPB) muscle was encountered unilaterally in a 40-year-old male cadaver forearm. APL originated from the posterior ulnar surface distal to the anconeus, the adjoining interosseous membrane and middle third of the posterior radial surface. It lay distal to the supinator muscle and close to the EPB, while the EPB arose from the posterior radial surface and from the adjacent interosseous membrane. These muscles were inserted to the palmar side of the base of the first metacarpal bone together. To our knowledge, this variation has not been cited in recent medical literature.